by Mark Hyman

But the story neither begins nor ends with
this moment. My purposein this article is
to retrace the path we carved that led to
this moment while suggesting waysin
which our journey might provide a
roadmap—or at least some signposts—
to assist you in developing a homegrown
global service learning initiative of

your own.

In Tenafly | have worked with middle
and high school students on global
humanitarian initiatives since 1999.
Initially, we focused on the global land-
mine problem. We formed a school-based
club—The Tenafly Middle Schoal
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Landmine Awareness Club—and our own
nonprofit organization—Global Care
Unlimited, Inc. Each year the Club creat-
ed and delivered presentations in our
school and the community. These appear-
ances garnered funding for Global Care
and our selected humanitarian service ini-
tiative, which involved either landmine
removal or rehabilitation for landmine
survivors.

This process worked very well. How-
ever, only asmall number of students
reaped the benefits of this project. So we
looked for ways to incorporate it into the
curriculum.

We started by sponsoring a symposium
on Cambodia and landmines and included
aunit of study about Cambodia for al
sixth-grade students in Tenafly Middle
School. Fortunately, my colleague on the
other sixth-grade team, Miriam d’ Adolf,
offered to participate in and help to facili-
tate this unit.

Following this unit of study, the sixth-
grade student body brainstormed ways to
provide assistance to Cambodia. They set
agoal of raising $10,500, or $100 for
each of the 105 Cambodian landmine sur-
vivors enrolled in the vocational rehabili-
tation program of Clear Path International .
The students wrote letters describing their
discoveries and showed them to interested
persons—family, friends, relatives, etc.—
in an effort to raise funds. They also
organized a highly successful faculty-
student basketba | fundraiser. This entire
experience embodied service learning in
arich form.

Our accomplishment deepened my
appreciation for the power of such a unit
of study and provided me with some
important lessons, which | sought to
transfer to our next humanitarian project:
The Cambodian Humanitarian Initiative.
We had previously focused on land-
mines worldwide, now we would concen-
trate on the humanitarian needs of one
country.

In the fall of 2004, we held the “Eye
on Cambodia’ conference at school.
Thanks to a keynote address, musical per-
formances, breakout classroom sessions,
and a photographic display, the entire stu-
dent body learned about the Cambodian
Humanitarian Initiative.

As part of the Initiative, | selected six
student ambassadors to join mein repre-
senting Global Careon atrip to
Cambodia. After raising sufficient funds
to support our journey, the students and I,
joined by parents and Assistant
Superintendent Dr. Judith Greenwald,
traveled to Cambodia in February 2005.
Our objectives were both generic (to learn
about the culture and history of Cambo-
dia) and specific (to visit and document
the work occurring at the sites of our
prospective implementing organizational
partners). We also assumed that the youth
delegation would return to Tenafly with
greater capacity and motivation to assume
leadership in our Cambodian Humanitar-
ian Initiative.



The trip was truly alife-changing
experience. Guided by James Hathaway,
co-founder of Clear Path Internationa—a
Global Care Unlimited partner for assist-
ing Cambodian landmine survivors—the
delegation visited sites linked to the
Khmer Rouge Genocide (1975-79), the
magnificent temples of Angkor Wat, and a
wide array of prospective implementing
organizations. This gave us an opportunity
to place Cambodia’s impoverished status
in context, as well as to meet the directors
of the organizations and their beneficiar-
ies. Needless to say, the experience and
the personal connections we al made
were invauable,

Upon our return, the students and |
decided which organizations we would
support as a means of realizing our
goal. Then we shared our findings
with the Tenafly Middle School
Global Care Unlimited Club (for-
merly the Landmine Awareness
Club). We established a strategy
and atimetable for achieving our
objectives. Thisincluded presenta
tions delivered to each grade level.
Sixth-grade students incorporated
our project into their studies by
producing poetry and essays.
Seventh- and eighth-grade students
were given a packet of materials
and encouraged to garner dona-
tions for the project. We planned
an evening event that included pre-
sentations from the students who
visited Cambodia, the Global Care
Unlimited Club, and the sixth-grade stu-
dent body. In class, sixth graders generat-
ed products (amural, avideo, aclass
booklet and a class website) that repre-
sented what they had learned about the
history, culture and humanitarian issues
facing Cambodia, and we held an evening
event so parents could view the projects.

This year our big event was a*“ Concert
for Cambodia,” which featured profes-
sional artists and student presentations.
About 350 people attended and we raised
$6,000.

What the students have accomplished
with regard to our Cambodian
Humanitarian Initiative is impressive, but
telling you about it is not the purpose of
this article. My goal isto help you visua-
ize how you can apply our experiences to
your own service learning initiative.

Once you and your students have a
clearly articulated vision, you must craft a

series of educational experiences that will
bring this vision to fruition in the minds
and hearts of your students. Establishing a
road map to your vision requires the fol-
lowing actions:

Organize a high-profile, educational
kickoff event to raise awareness of, and
to motivate interest in, your initiative.
Remember to invite the media. Finding
quality speakers for such an event can be
difficult. Be sure to tap into your students,
parents and community members for any
possible ideas or contacts. Our proximity
to New York City and aong the northeast
corridor is aplus—you'll find arich
source of speakers and organizations for
which public presentations are one of the
best vehicles for promoting their own

organizations. Thus, you can often get a
speaker free of charge. If an honorarium
is requested, organizations such as your
home-school parent association can be a
source of support.

Begin an ongoing unit of classroom
study that maintains the “profile” of your
initiative and empowers your students
with a sufficient knowledge base so they
can gather information and see the need
for action.

Establish a partnership with an
implementing organization; i.e., one that
will provide direct service to your intend-
ed beneficiaries and supply ongoing
reports regarding the benefits derived
from their services. Research is needed to
make a confident determination about the
genuine needs of the potential beneficiar-
ies and the capahilities and reliability of
your implementing organization(s).

Establish realistic and tangible
objectives for providing humanitarian
service and a clear explanation of the
prospective benefits of such service. Then

create a strategy and a timetable for
achieving your objectives. This should be
in the form of a concrete plan through
which your classroom students may both
express their moral voices and participate
actively in providing assistance to the
identified population in need.

Close your global service initiative
with a high-profile event to honor and
celebrate the efforts and achievements of
the students who participated in the
humanitarian initiative.

Thislist of activities and responsibili-
ties can appear overwheming. We are dl
busy enough with the day-to-day demands
of our teaching responsibilities. Why,
then, should one consider such an enor-
mous undertaking?
== Thebest answer | can giveisto

i < share my own motivation for

involving mysalf so intensely in
promoting global service learning
initiatives among schoolchildren. |
believe that those of us who work
with children on a daily basis
undertake a responsibility to serve
as facilitators for the intellectud,
emotional and moral growth of our
students. Each of us brings our par-
ticular strengths, interests and pas-
sionsto our work. My passion is
for the development of humanitari-
an qualities such as compassion,
sdlfless service, and moral courage
aswell as global awarenessin the
minds and hearts of my students.
Thisis aprofessional and personal com-
mitment that informs my sense of mission
as a teacher.

My experience shows me that children
can be transformed mentally and emotion-
ally through participation in a global
humanitarian service initiative. They can
begin to see the world through a wider
lens, a keener mind, and a more humane
sensibility. They can aso learn how pow-
erful their moral voices can be and how
those voices can change the lives of oth-
ers, even people living halfway around the
world. That is reason enough for me to
persevere in facilitating such humanitarian
initiatives. If these sentiments resonate in
you as well, | hope you will consider initi-
ating or facilitating a humanitarian project
inyour school. g4

Mark Hyman is a sixth-grade teacher at
Tenafly Middle School and founder and
president of Global Care Unlimited, Inc.
He can be reached at mhyman@global
careunlimited.org.
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