Raising money

Northern Valley

Raising money with food, fun
Barbecue will benefit 12-classroom school in Ethiopia SU BU RBAN ITE
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Demarest — It was an afternoon of fun and games for students at Demarest Middle School. They got to participate in carnival activities such as the high jump, an egg and spoon race and they tried their hand at the
dunk tank, attempting to drench teachers and Principal Michael Fox_ At the end of the day they even got to help one teacher shave his head.

While fun was the main order of the day, the purpose of the school's second annual barbecue was more serious. Demarest Middle School's Global Care Unlirmited
organized the event to raise money to help build the Ethio-American Friendship School in Awassa, Ethiopia

. This year's event, held June 5, raised more than 58,700 according to social studies teacher Jonathon Regan. He heads Global Care Unlimited at Demarest Middle
School. In addition to being in the dunk tank, Regan let the students shave his head at the end of the day

"l told the kids if they beat what we did |last year that they could shave my head,” Regan said. Last year s total amount raised was about 55.000 so Regan kept his
promise.

Fegan and his students were happy to help a worthy cause. "The kids had a great time. It was for a great cause. We've raised a lot of money,” Regan said.

- Demarest students aren't the only ones involved in helping make the Ethiopian school a reality. Global Care Unlimited 15 a partnership between Demarest Middle
Phote courtesy of Jonathon Regan  ochool and Tenafly Middle School students.

Social studies teacher Jonathon Regan lets According to Regan, the schools have raised a combined total of 334,000. The final goal is 565,000 to build a 12-classroom school.
students shave his head after the second

annual Demarest Middle School barbecue The money raised in our area will go toward "everything from concrete to roofs over the school,” said Regan

surpassed last year's amount of money

raised.

Vifhile Ethiopia 12 a long way from Demarest, Global Care Unlimited has a partner there. Yohannes Gebregeorgis is an Ethiopian man who fled his country in 1981
and came to the United States as a political refugee. He became a libranan, but left his job and life in this country in 2002 to return to Ethiopia.

(sebregeorgis now establishes libranies and literacy programs for Ethiopians to get children interested in books.

"He 15 a really awesome guy. He bought a donkey cart and went around to rural villages reading to kids,” Regan said. "He's the one that's actually on the ground and
- overseeing the entire project.”

=t Gebregeorgis was recently recognized for his good deeds as a CNMN Hero by the cable news channel.

While Ethiopia may seem like a world away to students, those involved in the Demarest Middle School barbecue know they helped make a difference for that
- country's children.
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Students participate in the egg and spoon E-mail: sarton@northjersey.com or call 201-894-6703

race during the June 5 barbecue that raised
maoney to build a school in Ethiopia.



